
Bridging Student Learning to New Curriculum
Subject: English Language Arts and 
 Literature Grade 2

Highlights of Changes from Previous Grade 2 Curriculum
The new Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literature Curriculum includes

• clear, detailed knowledge regarding text forms and structures to support reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and representing 

• a stronger focus on listening and speaking skills and oral traditions and protocols 

• a larger emphasis on expanding vocabulary through study of words and word 
parts (morphology)

• clear expectations for students to develop phonological awareness, learn 
phonics, and read print text fluently

• clear, detailed knowledge regarding writing processes, grammar, and spelling 
patterns to support effective written communication

Topic
Previous English 
Language Arts 

Curriculum: Grade 1

New English 
Language Arts 
and Literature 

Curriculum: Grade 2

Suggestions to Support Bridging 

Text Forms and 
Structures

References to forms 
and structures are 
general and woven 
throughout.

Students explain how 
the organization of 
ideas and information 
within texts can 
support the purpose or 
meaning of messages. 

Students may require introductory 
knowledge related to text features, 
engaging with text for enjoyment, and 
land as a form of text. 

Oral Language Aspects of listening 
and speaking are 
woven broadly and 
generally throughout.

Students examine 
and adjust listening 
and speaking to 
communicate 
effectively. 

Students will need an introductory 
understanding of oral traditions, 
protocols, and active listening. 

Vocabulary There is limited focus 
and clarity regarding 
word analysis.  

Students expand 
vocabulary by 
connecting 
morphemes and words 
to their meanings.

Students will need specific knowledge 
from the new Grade 1 curriculum 
related to words and word parts, 
including bases, suffixes, synonyms, 
antonyms, and tier 2 and 3 words, in 
order to expand vocabulary in Grade 2.

Foundational 
Literacy

There is limited 
explicit content in the 
areas of phonological 
awareness, phonics, 
and fluency.

Students expand 
foundational literacy 
skills through 
phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and reading 
fluency.

Students will need a foundational 
understanding of sound manipulation in 
words, letter-sound relationships, and 
using high-frequency words to decode 
and encode messages.

Writing and 
Conventions

Aspects of writing 
are woven generally 
throughout. Specific 
spelling patterns are 
not identified.

Students apply 
writing processes 
and knowledge of 
conventions to share 
ideas and information.

Students may require an introduction to 
creative expression and research and 
writing processes. They will also require 
specific knowledge from the new 
Grade 1 curriculum related to grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling patterns. 

Suggestions to Support Bridging from 
Previous Grade 1 Curriculum to New Grade 2 Curriculum


