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A Reflection of Self in Society
Course Description
Learning about one’s self and one’s place in society is a long and arduous task.  Who knew it would be so laborious to understand the person we spend so much time with: our self?  As we prepare to embark on a new journey, one without the walls of high school and the restrictions of home, it becomes even more important to understand ourselves, but also others.  What is the true nature of humanity?  What is the human condition?  How does personal reality and perception differ from others?  How will we fit into our world?  What do we need to know to be successful?  Or better yet, what is success and who determines this?  This course will attempt to begin an exploration and dialogue that will hopefully help to answer some of these questions.

Throughout the English 30-1 course we will attempt to explore and understand the human condition, mainly through a variety of text.   We will study novels (fiction and non-fiction), short stories, essays, poetry and song, one modern play and/or feature film, one Shakespearean play and visual and multimedia text.

Integral to the course is the notion of text creation.  Through text creation students are able to develop thinking, both creatively and analytically.  By responding to what we study we are able to learn and to demonstrate our learning.  Students will create a variety of responses including personal responses to text, critical and analytical responses to literature and other print and non-print texts by using a variety of print and non-print forms including prose (factual and fictional, informative and persuasive), poetry, script and multimedia presentation.

Course Outcomes & Aims
This course is designed to meet the Five General Outcomes prescribed by Alberta Learning:

1. To explore thoughts ideas, feelings and experiences

2. To comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print, and other media texts

3. To manage ideas and information

4. To enhance the clarity and artistry of communication

5. To respect, support and collaborate with others

An academic grade 12 course requires a consistent commitment. You will always be reading, writing and thinking about what you have learned.  It is expected that students will take ownership and responsibility for their own learning.  This course will certainly require work at home, be it planning, writing, or reading.  It is also expected that students will seek out assistance when necessary and work with a great deal of independence. But, also note that this course may seem overwhelming at times; please speak to me as soon as you feel that you are not able to stay above the “water line.”  Together we will work to find solutions that will benefit you. DO NOT be afraid to seek assistance at any time.  As your teacher and partner in this course, I hope we can create an environment that is both challenging and enjoyable!

Course Syllabus – Including but not limited to the following pieces
Novel: Night (Elie Wiesel Memoir) – Four Weeks
· Additional Resources: Life is Beautiful (film), “Why I Write” (essay), Non-fiction recollections
Shakespeare: Hamlet (Kenneth Branagh film & William Shakespeare) – Two Weeks




Modern Drama: A Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee Williams) - Three Weeks
· Additional Resources: Blue Jasmine 
Feature Films: The Shawshank Redemption and The King’s Speech
Short Stories: Various selections from anthologies – Four Weeks
Poetry: Integrated throughout units thematically

Materials

· One duotang for your portfolio
· Binder, paper, pens/pencils, SIX DIFFERENT COLORED highlighters (to be with you at all times)
· Recommended: personal dictionary and thesaurus

Academic Honesty
In recent years, there has been a notable increase in academic dishonesty, which may be due to students not understanding exactly what plagiarism is (it is not just copying and/or copying and pasting) or how to avoid it. Remember, if the work handed into me is not your thoughts and your words it is possibly plagiarism. Your grades will only reflect your work. 
Evaluation
There has been a very welcomed change to the diploma weighting in 30-level courses.  Your final school awarded mark will be worth 70% now while your diploma exam will be worth only 30% of your final grade in ELA 30-1. Your class mark is cumulative and divided as outlined below:

Major Assessments – Essays, Reading Comp, Tests


50%

This will include written and/or visual in-class evaluations. These formal evaluations may be administered in such forms as essays, multiple-choice tests, quizzes, and time-limited responses to texts.

Minor Assessments – Projects and Assignments


40%

This section includes a variety of formats each reporting period. Both progressive and polished pieces of work including text creations and presentations are included in this category. It is expected that you will use the computer technology available to you, including spelling and grammar checks. Your final drafts should demonstrate that you take pride in producing quality work. 
Vocabulary and Grammar





10%

This category includes weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes that will help improve reading comprehension and writing ability. it will be due four times throughout the course.  Due dates are listed on the course calendar and Moodle.

Note: Students will be assessed up to four times for each of the major writing assignment (reading comprehension, poetry explication, critical/analytical essay, personal response), but only their top three marks will count as I am looking for mastery.  In the event the student skips an exam, that zero cannot be deleted and the next lowest score will be removed.
Diploma Exam

You will write one two-part diploma exam in January.   Part A, the written component, is scheduled for 9:00 am, Monday, June 13, 2016, and Part B, the multiple-choice component, is scheduled for 9:00 am, Thusday, June 16, 2016.  In total, the exam will be worth 30% of your overall mark.
General Expectations

1) You are expected to attend all classes.  It is a fast paced course that requires your dedication.  If you miss a day, it is your responsibility to make up missed work.  Absences are sometimes excusable, but missed work never is. Note that the school absence policy will result in parents being notified, administration being notified, and removal from the class at 10 absences.  
2) Students will not be permitted to take a zero on any assignment.  This does not mean you can never receive a zero.  Rather, this means that all assignments WILL be completed.  In the event that an assignment is missed, not completed, or not handed in, steps will be taken to ensure that the assignment is completed, handed in, and you get credit for it as outlined in the Assignment Retrieval Policy.  Remember that assignments must be completed in order for them to returned and discussed in class.   

3) Essays or major written responses may be submitted within one week for regrading if the assignment was originally handed in on time and full effort was put into the original.  Students must seek teacher assistance and guidance before rewriting. 
4) Plan for technology problems.  Have an extra printer cartridge handy.  If your printer does not work, save your work to a flash drive or email your work to your school file and print your assignment at school.  An alternative is to write your assignment by hand.  This is easier to do if you have not left your assignment to the night before it is due.  This will not be accepted as an excuse for not handing assignments in on time.
5) If you are absent from class, but are at school the day an assignment is due, you will be required to submit the assignment.   
6) If a major exam is missed, the student will be required to write that exam at the next most convenient time (lunch hour of the day of return to school).  If you miss class but attend school the same day, you will be required to write the exam on that day if such time allows.

7) I generally do not mind food or water.  However, this will change the minute that this classroom is treated like anything other than a classroom.  Messes will be cleaned.  Anything distracting will be disallowed.  
8) Please come to class prepared with paper, pens, pencils, textbooks and assignments.  Teenagers can be absent-minded at times but if this becomes a recurring problem, you may not be allowed to leave to get these items. 
9) Music is sometimes permitted during work classes only.  Earbuds are not to be in unless it is work time.  Music is not to be shared with other students, nobody else should be able to hear them and if they become a distraction or issue, they will be held until the end of the day and not permitted back in class.
10) Phones are not allowed to be out in my classroom.  When the second bell rings and I begin class, phones must be away or I will take them until the end of class.  If this becomes a recurring problem, I will not return the phone until the end of the day and will talk to your parents.  
11) Lastly, the two most important things to remember in this class are respect and honesty.  These will allow you to be very successful in this class.  Lack of either or both will surely spell trouble for you!

Bonne Année

Please read the entire course outline and sign below.  Please ensure that I have parents’ names and email address as this is how I will be contacting parents throughout the semester.    
______________________
______________________
____________________________

Parent Signature

Parent Name


Parent Email

______________________
_______________________
____________________________
Student Signature

Student Name


Student Email
M. Caufield’s English Class Assignment Completion and Retrieval Plan

It is your responsibility as a student to complete and submit your assignments.  Your mark should (and will in this class) reflect how well you understand the content and how well you perform on assignments.  Your grade should not be a reflection of how many of the assignments you have completed.  For this reason, I will keep a strict account of the assignments on due dates and use the following process to ensure that all the assignments are completed and submitted. 

Assignment Due Date 

On the day that assignments are due, you are expected to submit assignments at the beginning of class.  I will look to see that all the assignments are in.  If you fail to submit the assignment, you will be required to fill-out a Summary Slip.


You must fill-out the slip and turn it back in to M. Caufield.  These will be kept as a record of your work consistency.  You will then be required to submit the assignment by the beginning of class the next day.      

Indictment Slip

If on the second day you have failed to submit the assignment, you will receive an Indictment Slip.  


You will be asked to fill-out this slip with the understanding that your parents will be emailed with a notification of the situation, including the two reasons that you have given for not submitting in the assignment.  This slip will also be keep as a record of how consistently you are getting assignments completed.  Your parents will be email that day with the following message:


____Name______  has failed to submit the _____(Assignment)_____ assignment on _______(due date)____.   Since I have given an extra day to complete the assignment and it has not been turn in, I am emailing you to notify you of the situation.  I make all students document their reasons for not handing assignments in.  The two reasons I have been given are _________(your reasons)__________.   If he/she does not submit the assignment by the beginning of tomorrow’s class, he/she will receive a zero on the assignment. 

I appreciate your assistance in getting this assignment turned in, 

M. Caufield    

Sentencing and Conviction

If after the regular due date (first chance), and after your parents have been notified (second chance), on the third day you have not handed the assignment (third chance), you will receive a zero for that assignment.  I will not be making exceptions to this process for anyone at anytime. 

Appeal Process

An appeal process will be unnecessary because I am confident that all students will have their assignments in on time. 

Remember that requiring help from me is not an acceptable excuse to not hand in an assignment.    I will always be available for your assistance in the mornings, at lunches, during my prep class (Day 1, Blk 4), and by email.  You will always have sufficient time to work on your assignments and ask any questions about things that may be problematic when working at home.  

Plagiarism


Students are expected to exercise academic honesty and acknowledge the input of peers, parents, and secondary sources (from print and internet resources). Secondary sources must be footnoted using the appropriate format (available in the “Style and Structure” manual). To submit work that is not completely your own is plagiarism. The consequences are a zero for the assignment and a referral to the office.








Summary Slip 


Name ___________________


Date ____________________


Class ____________________





Missed Assignment and due date _____________________________________________________________





I did not submit my assignment because:


	____  I did the assignment but I did not bring it to class


	____  I forgot that the assignment was due


	____  I chose not to do the assignment


	____  I did not have the appropriate material at home to complete it 


	____  Other (explain below)





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





I understand that my assignment must be submitted by the beginning of tomorrow’s class and failure to do so will result in my parents/guardians being notified.  





Signature _________________________________





Indictment Slip


Name ___________________


Date ____________________


Class ____________________





Missed Assignment and due date _____________________________________________________________





I did not submit my assignment in the last two days because:


	____  I did the assignment but I did not bring it to class


	____  I forgot that the assignment was due


	____  I chose not to do the assignment


	____  I did not have the appropriate material at home to complete it 


	____  Other (explain below)





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





I understand that my parents/guardians will be notified today and that if the assignment is not completed by the beginning of the next class a zero will be given.  





Signature _________________________________
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